
Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 53(4) December 1996 261

Case 2950

Pseiidofoenus Kieffer, 1902 (Insecta, Hymenoptera): proposed

designation of Foeniis ungiiiculatiis Westwood, 1841 as the type

species

A.D. Austin & J.T. Jennings

Dcparinieiit of Crop Protection, Wuite Campus, The University of Adelaide,

P.O. Glen Osniond, South Australia 5064, Australia

M.S. Harvey

fVestern Australian Museum, Francis Street. Perth, Western Australia 6000,

Australia

Abstract. The purpose of this application is the designation of Foemis ungiiiculatu.s

Westwood, 1841 as the type species of the New Zealand parasitic wasp genus

Pseudofoenu.s Kiefler, 1902 (family gasterupthdae). At present the nominal species

Gasteruption pedunculatwn Schletterer, 1889 is the type, but the original male

specimen of this lacks the diagnostic genitalia and its name is a junior synonym of

either F. ungiiicidatus or F. crassipes Smith. 1876. The uncertainty would not be

resolved by neotype designation because both the latter nominal species are typified

by females and the sexes of the Pseudojooius species have not yet been correlated.
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1. The genus Pseudofoeims was described by Kieffer (1902, p. 6), who associated

with it three nominal species of gasterupthdae from New Zealand: Foenus

ungiiicidatus Westwood, 1841 (p. 537), F. imgidcidaris Smith, 1876 (p. 480) and

Gasteruption pediincidaiimi Schletterer, 1889 (p. 466). The first two were cited as

'species douteuses' so, as mentioned by Crosskey (1962, p. 392), G. pedunculaium is

the type species by monotypy (Article 67g of the Code). Numerous species from

outside NewZealand were later placed in Pseudofoenus, but Crosskey (1962, pp. 378,

398) restricted the genus to five nominal species from New Zealand, those listed

above and also Foemis crassipes Smith, 1876 (p. 479) and P. nocticolor Kiefler, 1911

(p. 183). The Pseudofoenus species are apparently parasitic or predator-inquilines in

the nests of coUetid bees.

2. A recent revision (Jennings & Austin, 1994) of Pseudofoenus concluded that

there are only two morphologically distinct taxonomic species. Both are known from

many specimens from throughout New Zealand and can be distinguished in both

sexes by the form of the hind tarsi in females and by the genitalia in males. However,

no characters or observations are known at present by which males can be associated

with females, and Jennings & Austin therefore treated the sexes separately (i.e. as

four nominal species). The lack of sexual correlation leads to nomenclatural
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difficulties since, of the five noininal species mentioned above, the types

of P. imguicukitus, P. imgidcidaris and P. crassipes are females and those of

P. pedumuhtius and P. nocikolor are males.

3. Schletterer (1889, p. 468) stated that there was type material of GusterupiUm

pcdimculatum (the type species of Pseudufoenus, see above) in the Natural History

Museums of Berlin and of Zurich (collection now in the Swiss Federal Institute of

Technology); however, there is no evidence of a specimen having been deposited in

Zurich (B. Merz. pers. comm.). Institutions which received Schletterer specimens of

other species have either been visited personally by J.T.J, or contacted by correspon-

dence and no G. pedunadatum material has been found. The only surviving

Schletterer specimen is no. 21874 in the Museum fiir Naturkunde, Humboldt

Universitat, Berlin: this lacks the entire metasoma (abdomen), and so the name

cannot be assigned to either of the currently recognized taxonomic species and is in

eftect a nomen dubium. It would be possible to designate a male specimen of the

second taxonomic species (i.e. that not conspecific with the undamaged male

holotype of P. nocticulor Kieflfer, 191 1 ) as neotype of G. pedunculaium, and Jennings

& Austin (1994, p. 1293) suggested this course. However, the m.me pedunculaium

Schletterer, 1889 must be invalid since it is a synonym of either unguiadatus

Westwood. 1841 (of which unguiadaris Smith, 1876 is a synonym) or of crassipes

Smith. 1876, both denoting older nominal species typified by females, and it will be

displaced by one or other as a result of future information on the relationship

between the sexes. The same applies to the name of P. nocticolor Kieffer, I9I1.

Various authors and cataloguers (Schletterer, 1889; Froggatt, 1 89 1; Dalla Torre,

1902; Valentine & Walker, 1991) have variously synonymised Pseudofoenus specific

names without examining the relevant type specimens and sometimes without

consideration of the priority of names.

4. As reported in Jennings & Austin (1994, p. 1293), one of us (J.T.J.) has located

a female specimen in the Hope Entomological Collections, University of Oxford,

which was mentioned by Westwood as the depository of his specimen(s) oi Foenus

imguiculutus. This is labelled 'Fueinis unguicidatus Westw." in Westwood's hand-

writing; Westwood believed it to be male but was mistaken in this (and in the locality

'Nova HoUandia" published in 1841, which he later doubted (1843, p. 259)). Since

Westwood mentioned only 'male' in his descriptions of the species in 1841 and 1843

and there are no other specimens in Oxford we assume that this is the holotype. The

provenances and present locations of numerous other female specimens are given by

Jennings & Austin (1994, p. 1294). Since Foeinis ungukulatus Westwood, 1841 is the

oldest nominal species placed in Pseudofoenus its specific name is not only applicable

to a taxon but will inevitably remain valid, while pedunculatus meets neither of these

criteria. Wetherefore propose that F. ungukulatus be designated as the type species.

5. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly

asked;

( 1

)

to use its plenary powers to set aside all previous fixations of type species for

the nominal genus Pseudofoenus Kieffer, 1902 and to designate Foenus

ungukulatus Westwood, 1 841 as the type species;

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name

Pseudofi>enus KielTer, 1902 (gender: masculine), type species Foenus

ungukulatus Westwood, 1841 by the designation in ( 1 ) above;
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(3) to place on the Official List of Specific names in Zoology the name iingiikulaius

Westwood. 1841, as published in the binomen Foenus ungukidaius (specific

name of the type species of Psetidojoenus Kieffer, 1902).
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